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COVID BY THE NUMBERS

10-15-20

PHOTO COURTESY OF ANDY COLE

BY REBECCA MUNDAY
Managing Editor

Georgia Southern University released updated COVID-19 case numbers on Monday, Sept. 28. For the first time all semester, GSU saw a slight rise in
cases all semester.
The university confirmed five more cases between Oct. 5 and Oct. 11 than it did the week before. The self-reported cases dropped by three. The total
COVID-19 cases came out to 14 compared to 12 the week before.
All reported cases were in the student population and most continue to be on the Statesboro campus.

STUDENTS’ RESPONSES ABOUT VOTING
ARE YOU READY TO VOTE?

BY JOLIE NGUYEN

Staff Writer

It could be said that the race to White
House is getting hotter and people are
so ready to vote, including students
on the Armstrong campus of Georgia
Southern University. Each student has
his/her own side and different factors
that can influence their opinion. It is
necessary for people to choose the
candidate that will most benefit their
standard of living for the next four
years.

I THINK MY BIGGEST ISSUES ARE
GOING TO BE ABOUT HEALTH CARE
AND ABOUT THE THINGS THAT
ARE GOING ON IN THE COUNTRY,
ABOUT THE POLICE BRUTALITY,
‘BLACK LIVES MATTER’ MOVEMENT

SASHA WILDER

Senior

Depending on their career and
their surroundings, students can
decide the factors that concern them
regarding the voting. For many
students, education is the first chosen
factor. “Soon to be a teacher, I want to
know the plan of what they are going
to do to help the students, because
the education system right now is not
the best,” said Lori Mciver, a senior
studying Elementary Education.
However, the most concerning issue
that a lot of students chose as factors
that can influence their decision are
taxation, racial issues and health care.
“Right now, I think my biggest
issues are going to be about health
care and about the things that are
going on in the country, about the
police brutality, ‘Black Lives Matter’
movement,” said Sasha Wilder, a
senior Chemistry major.
“I think the biggest issue right now
is the racial issue that we have, our
stand against police officers; what
is the future leader planning to do,
guide our country between those
two issues,” said Madison Thomas, a
senior Elementary Education major.

Many other factors were also
mentioned include climate change,
women’s rights and child protection.
In order to improve the situation,
voting is extremely important because
those votes will decide who will be
the next presidential leader for the
next four years.
“Voting is really important. It is
a civic duty to vote. I know some
people said that you could vote or not SAVY ALDERMAN
vote. No. It is a civic duty. If you are Junior
a citizen here, it is your duty to vote.
A lot of people have the same answer
of saying they don’t really care, but I citizens’ lives.
don’t think that they understand the
“To anyone who is reading this,
implication that that vote can bring,” make sure that you vote because your
said Savy Alderman, a junior Biology vote matters, it is for the younger
student.
generation to go out and vote because
Voting is important since it will we can make changes,” said Mciver.
decide the fate of the United States “Go look up the different policies,
within the next four years. Most what each person is doing and what
students were taught to make voting are they fighting for, just so we can
decisions from high school by taking be more educated when we go out
history and government classes. and vote,” said Mykeria Williams,
With any knowledge of politics, it is Elementary Education major.
necessary for students to vote for the
Early voting starts Oct. 12. For more
next leader of the country, the one information on voting, visit voter.org.
who has the capability of improving

IF YOU ARE A CITIZEN
HERE, IT IS YOUR
DUTY TO VOTE.

To contact the editor, email gainkwell@georgiasouthern.edu
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UNIVERSITY TRANSPARENCY: A LOOK AT THE SECURITY AND FIRE SAFETY REPORT

BREAKING DOWN THE ANNUAL CRIME AND FIRE SAFETY REPORT AT GSU
BY LILA MILLER

Editor-in-Chief

On Sept. 30, Georgia Southern
University (GSU) released their
annual Security and Fire Safety Report
for the calendar years of 2017, 2018
and 2019 for the three campuses in
Statesboro, Savannah and Hinesville.
Part
of
the
Public
Safety
Department’s mission statement
includes: “As members of the Georgia
Southern University Division of
Public Safety, we are all charged with
the responsibility of serving and
protecting the students, employees,
and visitors within the campus
community. The Georgia Southern
University Division of Public Safety
vigorously responds to calls for law
enforcement services, enforces all
state and local laws and ordinances,
protects life and property, investigates
matters of a criminal nature, preserves
the peace, and strives to prevent crime
and disorder.”
The methods in which people report
crimes to the department involve
the use of emergency call boxes
around campuses, the Life Safe smart
phone App, Panic Buttons across the
colleges, and anonymous reporting.
The GSU Police Department
prepares this report in order to help
the campus community stay vigilant
and prevent crime, and to comply
with the Jeanne Clery Disclosure of
Campus Security and Crime Statistics
Act using information collected
and filed by the University Police

Department.
On the Statesboro campus, no
murders or cases of manslaughter
were reported. In 2017 and 2018, eight
rapes were reported. In 2019, that
number nearly doubled with 15 rapes
reported. Reported fondling dropped
from seven counts to three from 20172019.
Reported robberies and burglaries
went down from a total of eight
counts in 2017, to three in 2019. There
were zero cases of motor vehicle theft.
Reported cases of arson increased
from 2017 at zero counts, to four
counts in 2019.
The report shows that the primary
crimes and safety issues in Statesboro
arise from drug and alcohol law
violations. In 2017, there were 224
combined drug law arrests and
disciplinary referrals. Since then, the
2019 numbers show a reduction with
a combined 168 drug arrests and
referrals.
The liquor laws seem to be an issue
of huge contention in Statesboro, as
in 2017, the total number of arrests
and disciplinary referrals rested at
269. Several years later in 2019, that
number hovered around the same
area, with a small reduction, at 225.
Domestic violence reported cases
remain low, with less than five
cases throughout 2017-2019. Dating
violence cases show an increase
from four in 2017, to 11 in 2019.
Interestingly, according to the report,
no official hate crimes were reported
between 2017-2019. However, the

Statesboro campus made national
headlines in the Washington Post in
2018 and on CNN in 2019 for raciallycharged incidents.
In 2018, an exchange between
potential
roommates
at
GSU
Statesboro went viral, ““Her insta
looks pretty normal not too ni—-ish,”
the future roommate allegedly said in
a message intended for a third future
roommate,” wrote Erin B. Larson, a
journalist in an article titled “She was
eager to meet her college roommate
— until the racist text arrived,
screenshots appear to show” on July
25, 2018.
In 2019, many GSU students
remember when author Jeanine
Capó Crucet came to the Statesboro
campus to discuss her book “Make
Your Home Among Strangers”
which was required reading for First
Year Experience (FYE) students. The
question and answer portion of the
event devolved into a book burning
spectacle using a campus grill. More
information can be found on CNN’s
website from the article, “Georgia
college students burned the books of
a Latina author” by journalists Amir
Vera and Natalie Johnson.
Russell Willerton, a professor and
chairman of the school’s Department
of Writing and Linguistics, released a
statement on Facebook saying, “...We
assert that destructive and threatening
acts do not reflect the values of
Georgia Southern University.”
Webster’s Dictionary defines a
“hate crime” as “any of various

crimes (such as assault or defacement
of property) when motivated by
hostility to the victim as a member of
a group (such as one based on color,
creed, gender, or sexual orientation.)”
While the potential roommate
incident represents a gray area in
what constitutes a hate crime, the
book burning incident seems fairly
clear to be a racially-motivated hate
crime. Why was the book burning not
reported as a hate crime?
The report maintains that “the
department follows guidelines as
set forth by the board of regents in
the University System of Georgia
(USG) system, the laws of the State
of Georgia and the Constitution of
the United States of America. Georgia
Southern University Police maintains
a strong working relationship with
the community. This relationship
includes offering a variety of
awareness programs, risk reduction
programs,
primary
prevention
programs & on-going prevention and
awareness campaigns designed to
continually promote the awareness of
personal safety.”
For more information on programs
available please contact the Georgia
Southern University Police Crime
Prevention Coordinator, Investigator
Danny Garrigus, at 912-478-5234,
drgarrigus@georgiasouthern.edu. For
clarification or questions regarding
the report, contact Kurt Purtee,
Captain of Support Services Monday
- Friday 7:00 am – 4:00 pm at 912- 3443520.

ARMSTRONG RECOGNIZES PRIDE MONTH
DPE TALK TUESDAY: LGBT+ AND THE GSA PROM

BY KEE’ARA SMITH

Managing Editor

The Diversity Peer Educators
(DPE) hosted their second monthly
dialogue series Tuesday, Oct. 6, 2020
via Zoom. This week’s DPE topic was
on the LGBTQ+ community. DPE is
a student-led organization under the
Office of Multicultural Affairs (OMA).
DPE’s mission as diversity peer
educators is to increase awareness,
knowledge and skills necessary to
create change and engage in helpful
conversations
about
diversity,
inclusion and fairness. The end goal
of DPE includes increasing students’
awareness and cultural competence.
With this month being pride month,
peer educators wanted to offer a talk
for students who are advocates and
a part of the community as well. The
chat addressed topics of pronouns,
personal issues and resources on
campus.
Students were given the opportunity

to express their truths and how their
preferences have affected their lives.
Though most students’ stories were
positive, some students felt like
there were no resources on campus
for Pride.
Some students talked about past
events the Gay Straight Alliance
(GSA) used to host before they were
inactive. GSA would host proms,
mixers, chats and even took trips to
Atlanta for Pride events.
OMA also hosted a GSA mixer for
students to dance and mingle. The
event took place via Zoom but the
chat session was live so students
could request songs and talk
amongst one another.
The DJ, Jordan Brown played a
wide range of music from Ariana
Grande to Lil Nas X. GSA is currently
not active and OMA is serving in
its place in order to give students a
chance to voice concerns. Though
GSA is not active, they are actively
looking for members. GSA focuses on

Pride Prom went virtual.
what the students want to talk about,
and what they’d like to see. Each
year, GSA focuses on one of three
bases: either education, support, or
activism. For more information on

KEE’ARA SMITH/staff

how to get involved with OMA. The
next monthly diversity, equity, and
inclusion presentation is Tuesday,
Oct. 13 at 5:30 p.m. via zoom.

To contact the editor, email gainkwell@georgiasouthern.edu
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THREE CAMPUSES, ONE SGA
THE STUDENT GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION RETURNS TO GSU

BY KEE’ARA SMITH

Managing Editor

Georgia Southern University’s
(GSU)
Student
Government
Association (SGA) held its first
meeting via zoom Oct. 6, 2020 and
lasted until Oct. 8,2020.
SGA disbanded last semester
around April due to conflicts between
both senators from each campus.
Until these sessions had taken place,
there had been no active SGA on
either campus.
The session was hosted by Advisor
Dr. Ken Gassiot and student Jade
Reynolds. After the disbanding of
the previous SGA, a small group of
students from the Armstrong and
Statesboro campus came together in
the spring and most of the summer to
rewrite the constitution.
SGA has always had an active
senate to represent each campus
individually.
With
this
new
constitution, SGA has decided to have
one senate, one meeting time and one
agenda that will represent GSU as
a whole. SGA will no longer be two
separate senates, but one.
During the informational session,
Dr. Gassiot went over key elements
for interested students wishing to run
for any positions in SGA. There were
a total of 20 attendees and a total of
nine who showed interest in fulfilling
these positions.
Dr. Gassiot made it clear that the
governing bylaws still need work but
is hoping to work more on it when
officials are elected.
The session started off with

MEETINGS
WILL
BE
VIRTUAL, NOT BECAUSE
OF COVID-19 BUT TO
MAKE THE SGA PRESENCE
STRONG AND UNIFIED SO
THAT BOTH CAMPUSES
VOICES CAN BE HEARD
explaining what SGA is and how
it has the opportunity to shape
university
improvements
and
campus life. The next topic discussed
qualifications each candidate must
have. Every candidate must be an
active undergraduate or graduate
student with a 2.5 cumulative GPA.
Undergraduate students must be
enrolled in at least six credit hours and
Graduate students must be enrolled
for at least three credit hours.
When deciding to run, each
candidate
must
complete
the
appropriate form of declaring
candidacy, attend at least one
mandatory candidate meeting, and
cannot currently be on disciplinary
probation. This year’s executive
positions are also asking that each
candidate have some experience or at
least a semester of serving in SGA.
There are currently three SGA
executive positions that consist of the
President, Executive Vice President,
and Vice President of Finance.
The President will have all the power
to make all executive appointments

and will meet with SGA’s advisor
once a month.
The Vice President will advise
and oversee policies and regulations
within the senate.
The Vice President of Finance will
be in charge of all disbursements and
financial operations for SGA.
There will also be six director
positions that consist of Academic
Affairs, Student Affairs, Auxiliary
Affairs, Alumni Relations, Veteran
Affairs, and Inclusive Excellence.
Each of these directors must meet
with their respective administrators
and maintain at least six office hours
a week. Rather than being voted in,
all directors will be elected into their
positions.
Oct. 12 was the last day to file for
an executive or senate position within
the SGA. All eligible candidates
should have received feedback within
one to two days. The President and
Executive Vice President will have a
debate Oct. 20. It has not been stated
whether it will be via Zoom or in
person as of press time.
Campaigning will take place Oct.
19-23 and elections will be held Oct.
26-28. Winners will be announced
Oct. 28.
After explaining election guidelines,
positions and explaining important
dates the session was opened for
questions.
“Will senate meetings be virtual or
in person?” a student asked. It was
determined that the meetings will be
virtual, not because of Covid-19 but
to make the SGA presence strong and

unified so that both campuses voices
can be heard. The senate meetings
will take place the first and third
Monday of every month. The senate’s
first meeting is to take place Nov. 2 at
4:30 P.M. via Zoom.

AS LONG AS YOU’RE
ENROLLED AT
GEORGIA SOUTHERN
YOU CAN VOTE
DR. KEN GASSIOT

Advisor

Dr. Gassiot wrapped up the session
by informing students to vote. “As
long as you’re enrolled at Georgia
Southern you can vote,” he said. Each
year a couple of thousand students
vote. This year, advisors are hoping
the turnout is just as great.
Last year’s SGA at large consisted
of 15 people. This year, since SGA
has rebranded its organization and
is looking to be more unified as one
university, they are hoping for an
even bigger SGA at large.
Though the meeting was the first
preliminary meeting, SGA seems to
be on the right track in bringing this
organization back for students.
For any more information regarding
elections and SGA please reach out to
SGA’s advisor Dr. Gassiot at kgassiot@
georgiasouthern.edu.

To contact the editor, email gainkwell@georgiasouthern.edu
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Left to Right: Denisesha Hurley, LaQuandra Bundrage, Ariana Rodriguez (Graduate Assistant), Samoria Smith, Shateria Wright
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CAMPUS SPOTLIGHT:
SISTERS WITH A PURPOSE (SWP)

BY LILA MILLER

Editor-in-Chief

This week’s campus spotlight
features Sisters with Purpose (SWP),
with information from organization
president, Ariana Rodriguez.
Sisters with Purpose first began
this semester, after Rodriguez and
other women noticed the need for the
program and wanted to provide the
support.
“In the Division of Student Affairs,
our goal is to engage students in
experiences that transform their
lives and support the realization of
their potential. One way students
can engage in such experiences and
have that support is with Sisters
With Purpose (SWP), a retention and
mentoring program supported by the
university specifically for AfricanAmerican women,” Rodriguez said.
SWP is a mentoring program under
the Office of Multicultural Affairs
(OMA), designed to help AfricanAmerican female students create their
own path to success.
As a member of their program,
students will have access to a
supportive community consisting
of faculty, staff, and students that
are focused on creating a culture
of engagement and academic
achievement.
As with many other organizations,
SWP has faced obstacles regarding
Covid-19.
“Covid-19 may have slowed us

WE WANT TO BE THAT
PILLAR OF SUPPORT
ENGAGING STUDENTS
IN A TRANSFORMATIVE
WAY ANYWAY WE CAN.
ARIANA RODRIGUEZ

President of SWP

down but it has not stopped us. SWP
still strives to provide any support
you need. The OMA office is still open
with a capacity restriction.
All SWP events are now virtual for
everyone’s safety. We also are utilizing
all social media platforms to program
as well,” Rodriguez said.
During this year of pandemic,
SWP is still working on events and
programming that can be delivered to
students safely.
“We want to be that pillar of support
engaging students in a transformative
way anyway we can,” Rodriguez said.
For more information on Sisters
with Purpose and how to become a
member please contact organization
president Ariana Rodriguez via email
or telephone at ariana-rodriguez@
georgiasouthern.edu or (912) 4787437.
PHOTO COURTESY OF OFFICE OF MULTICULTURAL AFFAIRS

To contact the editor, email gainkwell@georgiasouthern.edu

THE GEORGE-ANNE INKWELL EDITION

6

10-15-20

Arts & Entertainment
GRAVEFACE MUSEUM GETS CREEPY ALL YEAR
VISIT SAVANNAH’S CREEPY MUSEUM
BY LILA MILLER

Editor-in-Chief

The latest Graveface venture is a
museum devoted entirely to oddities
and the macabre side of life. Graveface
Museum opened on Valentine’s Day
of this year, but had to quickly shutter
itself due to the Covid-19 pandemic.
After several months, the museum
is back open and ready to receive
visitors once again.
The Graveface museum is located
at 410 E. Lower Factor’s Walk in
downtown
Savannah,
between
Bay St. and River St. Visitors to
the museum enter through the gift
shop that houses the weird and fun
memorabilia that most of the museum
is based off of. There are also records
for sale in a nod to Ryan Graveface’s
other venture, Graveface Records in
the Starland District.
Museum patrons pass through the
mouth of a giant devil’s head into
the first room, dubbed “Roadside
America” by museum owners and
married couple Ryan Graveface and
Chloe Manon.
The first room houses what was
considered roadside oddities both
real and cleverly manufactured from
the 1940s, 50s, and 60s. The room
holds real “freak” taxidermy, a very
lifesize performing circus bear and a
two-headed fawn with six legs.
Beyond the real, the room also
has exhibits showcasing circus
gaffes like Homer Tate’s collection
of little mummies. Graveface gives
patrons a quick introduction to the
museum and talks briefly about each
exhibition, mentioning that Tate,
“cuts off his wife’s hair and used his
cat’s teeth [to] make all these little
mummies…” All of the objects within
this portion of the exhibit are made of

real things but are by no means what
they were promoted as.
During one talk, Graveface
speaks of Tate’s peculiar methods in
procuring shrunken heads. “He dug
up bodies in Arizona and shrunk the
heads and sold them via mail order
claiming he found them in Borneo,
he did ten years in jail for grave
robbing,” Graveface said.
Another section of the room
features what Graveface calls the
“hoodoo voodoo stuff”. During
renovations prior to opening,
Graveface found that within the
room there were light and dark
sections of light coming through the
panels in the wall. After cutting out a
section of the wall, Graveface found
a record in the wall that features
a voice chanting and speaking in
tongues. He also found voodoo
artifacts not native to Savannah.
He believes that someone traveling
along the Savannah River stopped

HE DUG UP BODIES IN
ARIZONA AND SHRUNK
THE HEADS AND SOLD
THEM VIA MAIL ORDER [...]
RYAN GRAVEFACE

Founder

along and squatted within the
building, bringing the artifacts with
them. If a restaurant or real estate
developer had stumbled upon the
building, the artifacts may have been
tossed and lost to time.

Paintings found Gacy’s time in prison.

LILA MILLER/staff

Meet Clementine, the 5-legged cow.
“[It’s] Fun stuff. I’m the right
person to have rented this place,”
Graveface said. The next room
within the museum is designated
as the cult room. The room features
accoutrements that once belonged
to infamous cults and their leaders,
including a pair of Jim Jones’ aviator
sunglasses and original Flavor-Aid
packets used in his cult’s murdersuicide pact. A T.V. monitor sits in
another corner playing a promotional
video for the cult Heaven’s Gate, and
shows one of the leaders, Marshall
Applewhite proselytizing. In the
middle of the room rests a handmade
table with an Ouija board painted
onto it used to conduct seances. There
are also letters and clothing that once
belonged to Charles Manson.
Another section of the museum is
dedicated entirely to horror films and
video tapes from the 80s and 90s when
rental video stores were the only way
to find and watch films without going
to a theatre.
Graveface Museum also boasts
the largest free pinball arcade in
Savannah. From there, guests can
go upstairs to see the circus “freaks”
collection and an entire room
devoted to serial killers. From the
left to around the room, Graveface
has displayed artwork, clothing,
letters and evidence surrounding
the serial killings and murderers
such as Phillip Jablonski, Robin
Gecht, part of infamous “Chicago
Rippers”, Charles Arnett Stevens,
the “Recreational Killer”, San
Francisco Witch Killers, Tommy
Lynn Sells, the “Coast to Coast
Killer.”
Graveface’s wife and co-curator
Chloe Manon, calls the room the
“Death Row Room”. All of the
material, including original court

LILA MILLER/staff

documents and transcripts of the
interrogating were gotten from the
lead investigator in the case.
There is one piece of evidence that
still remains and links Gein to his
crimes, a lock of hair fashioned into
a keychain. The lock of hair rests
inside a shadow box that Manon put
together herself.
“When I was pinning the hair
into the box, I could feel something
hardened but gummy. I thought it
was glue, but then hair would have
fallen out…. It was piece of a scalp,”
Manon recalled with a grimace.
Graveface returned upstairs and
gave patrons more of a backstory to
Gein’s legacy, mentioning “Texas
Chainsaw Massacre,” “Psycho,” “It,”
“Silence of the Lambs.” ““Nothing has
influenced horror movies more than
Ed Gein....These are real things that
he did...The truth is so much sicker
than what you see in those movies,”
Graveface said. Also within the room
is the exhibit on young boy killer and
“Pogo the Clown” John Wayne Gacy.
While Graveface has been collecting
work since the 90s, he now holds the
world’s largest collection of Gacy
paintings in one room. One patron
wandered around the room and said
of Gacy, “He was insane...but he was
talented.”
The Graveface Museum is open
Friday-Sunday from 12-7 P.M.
Admission is $20 for adults and $15
for students. Admission includes 24
hours of admittance so that viewers
can come back two days in a row.
Graveface Museum is located at 410
E. Lower Factor’s Walk in downtown
Savannah. For more information,
please visit gravefacemuseum.com

To contact the editor, email gainkwell@georgiasouthern.edu
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Kee'Ara's Pick of the Week:
COLLEGIATE 100
INTEREST MEETING
OCT 21 (6 P.M.)
UNIVERSITY HALL 156
Do you have what it takes to be a Queen? This issue’s pick of the
week is the Miss Collegiate 100 scholarship pageant. Collegiate
100 will be holding an interest meeting Wednesday Oct. 21, 2020.
The meeting will take place inside of University Hall room 156.
Masks are required for the in-person informational. For students
who aren’t interested in meeting in person, a Zoom option will be
available.
The collegiate 100 pageant was cancelled last year due to
Covid-19. Because of the pandemic, Collegiate 100 has decided
to retry in Spring of 2021. The organization is looking forward to
restarting this journey and crowning a new queen.
During the meeting, participants will be able to meet the current
Queen of Collegiate 100, as well as hear key information in order
to become a queen themselves . The men of Collegiate 100
are encouraging all young ladies on campus to attend the Miss
Collegiate 100 Scholarship Pageant interest meeting.
This is one of Collegiate 100’s top tier events and a great way
to make one special student known on campus. The interest
meeting will be held on Oct.21, at 6 p.m. in University Hall, room
156.

To contact the editor, email gainkwell@georgiasouthern.edu
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